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Editorial. 


If you are a regular reader of this Newsletter, you will be aware that, in the past, the Editor 
has offered many excuses for his inability to get the publication out on time. There should 
have been a Newsletter, perhaps three months ago. That coincided with your Editor being 
out of his home, extensive building work being carried out there and living in a hotel. That 
work has now been completed but | found that it was much more difficult to get furniture, 
clothing, bed linen, together with a lifetime of other items- including my Library and Post 
Card, Photograph and Archive Collections - back into their regular places. All the work made 
me ill resulting in a decision never to contemplate moving, or anything like it, ever again! 


| have been trying to keep up to date with what has been going on regarding Local History, 
but | have been so busy with my own problems (house, health and matters relating to the 
Parish Council, of which | have been Chairman until the end May). | have not, therefore, 
managed to get this publication out until now. Apologies for that. However, | hope you find 
that this enlarged issue is interesting. 


This Newsletter contains all the features with which, | hope, you are becoming familiar. The 
Lecture Programme for 2024/5 follows immediately. There are four reviews of recently 
published local books. Some important notes from our Hon Secretary can also be found. | 
have included some notes on what is happening at the time of the September 2024, 
Heritage Open Days. 


The Lecture Programme, 2024 — 2025. 


Lectures take place, on Wednesdays, at St John the Baptist RC Church Hall, Ivy 
Street, (off Colne Road) Burnley, BB10 1TB. They start at 2-00pm. 


2024. 


September 11 = Ernest Evans: From Weaver to Master of Natural Sciences (The Mechanics Institutes), 
by Nick Burton. 


October 9t Oh! We did like to be beside the Seaside., by Molly Haines. 
November 13" = Parliament Peculiarities, by Frank Bartram and Gordon Birtwistle. 
2025. 

January 8" Chance and Coincidence, by Mike Townend and Linda Dawson. 
February 12° Burnley Film Makers. 

March 12° Sex and Scandal in the Victorian Era, by Lavinia Tod. 


April 9%" Lancashire Lads in the Scottish Rifles, by Andrew Gill. 


Additional Lectures, Talks and Events. 


Several additional lectures and talks are presented locally by other local Societies which 
will interest members. The Burnley Civic Trust has organised two talks to which members 
of the Historical Society are cordially invited and | have organised a guided tour of St Peter’s 
Church. 


(1). On Wednesday 4** September 2024, at 7pm prompt, the Burnley Civic Trust, in a joint 
meeting with the Burnley & District Historical Society (B&DHS), at Burnley Town Hall, 
Manchester Road, Burnley, a free lecture, “The Development of Burnley’s Railways” will 
be given by Tony Mitchell, the Chairman of the Towneley Hall Society. This is an illustrated 
lecture which will consider the far-reaching social changes that the railways brought to the 
town and its people. The event is part of the Heritage Week/ends programme, and 
everyone is welcome. 


(2). On Monday 9* September 2024, at 6-30pm., Roger Frost will lead a Guided Tour of St 
Peter’s Parish Church, Burnley. The church, which was founded before 1122 AD, is located 
on Church Street, in Burnley. Please meet at the porch of St Peter’s. Depending on weather, 
the guide may include part of the churchyard. This event is part of Burnley’s September 
Heritage Weekends and is FREE. 


(3). On 11" September 2024, at 7pm, in another joint meeting with the B&DHS, at Burnley 
Town Hall, Manchester Road, Burnley a free lecture for the Heritage Week/ends, Edward 
Walton, the Chairman of Burnley Civic Trust, will present another of his popular “Now and 
Then” photographic/visual journeys across Burnley from “Station to Station”. Everyone 
welcome. 


News from the Hon Secretary. 


eek ae 8 HT. 

Lancashire Archives, which is based in Preston, has commenced a project called “Keeping 
East Lancashire in the Picture”. Since the end of last year volunteers have been recruited 
for the project which will last two years. Its object is to digitise the collection of thousands 
of photographs held in libraries in Burnley, Colne, Nelson and Accrington. The idea is to 
make the photographs accessible so that people can enjoy them online, at exhibitions and 
events. Also needed will be help in researching the photographs to identify some images. 
Volunteers do not need to have IT skills as training and support will be provided. 


If any member would like to volunteer, Stephen Child and Denise North have further 
details. 


Lancashire Archives Visits Local School. 


Earlier in the year the Engagement Team of Lancashire Archives visited Brunshaw Primary 
School to introduce Year 4 to a historical document in Latin, from 1482. The pupils were 
asked to try to decipher its secrets and help the Team to uncover the truth about the 
Towneley family and Towneley Hall. This session was in preparation for the School’s visit to 
Towneley Hall. 


Two items with Burnley Connections. 


Lancashire archives has received two items with Burnley connections. The first is an 
apprenticeship indenture between John Cook of Montford, coachman, Benjamin Cook, his 
son, and George Stevenson, of Burnley, a chemist, to learn the business of a chemist, 
druggist and mechanical dentist. The document is dated 1867. 


The other archive was in the possession of Ken Spencer MBE., MA., MSc., the well-known 
Burnley Local Historian and a member of the Burnley & District Historical Society. It consists 
of correspondence as well as photographs and a Diary for 1930 to 2021. 


The Great Fire at Haggate. 


This item has been suggested by Ramon Collinge. It appeared in Haggate Baptist Church’s Newsletter, in May of this 
year. It is included in our Newsletter with the permission of Mr Michael Green, of the Haggate Baptist Church, which 
owned the building at the time of the fire and now occupies it as its Place of Worship. | have added a few memories 
of my own. (Roger Frost). 


It just seems appropriate to record that it is now 62 years since the “Great Fire of Haggate” which happened on 
Thursday 17" May 1962. The headlines of the detailed report (and photograph), in the Burnley Express, on Saturday 
19" May, read as follows: 


“SCHOOL FIRE MEANS A WEEK OFF FOR 130 PUPILS”. 


The contents of the Haggate County Primary School, at Briercliffe, which was swept by a 
fierce fire on Thursday evening 17 May, have not been as severely damaged as first 
thought. That was the verdict of Lancashire County Council’s Education officials’ yesterday 
morning after a quick look through the building. The fire destroyed practically the whole of 
the roofing, but the two infants’ classrooms escaped undamaged, and furniture and 
equipment in other classrooms should be serviceable once it has been allowed to dry out. 


The school hall, however, was covered with charred wreckage, so there will be no school 
for the 130 pupils for another week. Mr Shepherd, the Nelson & Colne Divisional Education 
Officer, told our reporter yesterday, “All our re-arrangement plans are going well. But 
parents must not send their children to school until they receive notification by post telling 
them when and where to send their children.” 


The hilltop school, at Haggate, at the higher end of Briercliffe, is in an exposed position. As 
the flames, fanned by a high wind, swept through the roof timbers, on Thursday evening, 
it seemed improbable that the building could be saved. 


A large crowd, including many boys and girls who attend the school, left their homes and 
assembled outside the building to watch 40 firemen, from local brigades, tackle the blaze. 


Seven appliances from Burnley, Nelson, Colne, Padiham and Accrington were called to the 
fire, and the fighters used six jets. 


Traffic was delayed for a considerable time because of hoses thrown across the road. The 
fire fighters had to supplement the supply by running hoses half a mile to a mill lodge. 


The first signs that something was amiss were noticed at 5 50 pm when smoke was seen 
coming from the roof. Amongst the first to see the smoke was Mr Edgar Buck, of 4 Chapel 
Court, Haggate. He told the reporter, “I climbed over the railings. There was a little bit of 
smoke at one end of the building. Then a window, at the opposite end, cracked. As soon as 
the window broke, it went “whoosh”, and the fire was off”. Sixty-two-year-old Mr Ughtred 
Sutcliffe, who attended as a boy, was another to see the smoke. He went and dialled 999. 


Mr William Duerden (65) was having his tea when he was told about the fire. Twenty 
minutes after having secured the building for the night, he was back there again, watching 
helplessly as the flames increased their grip, and dense, black smoke billowed from the 
roof. Mr Duerden has been the caretaker for 21 years at the school which also attended as 
a boy. 


The headmaster for the past 14 years, Mr Harry Proudfoot, of Roggerham Gate Cottage, 
was out shopping at Worsthorne when a telephone call was received at his home notifying 
him of the fire. When he arrived at the school, he wanted to go into the building to salvage 
documents but was restrained from doing so. 


Mr Shepherd said that the building was owned by the trustees of Haggate Baptist Church, 
and the future of the school as to repairs etc., would be a matter for them 


Notes:- Mr Duerden (William Henry, as he was commonly known) was the late Kenneth 
Duerden’s father, Marie Duerden’s father-in-law and grandfather to Clive and Claire.. Both 
last named remain well known in Burnley, Clive as an optician and Clair is connected to 
Haggate Baptists and still lives in Briercliffe. William Henry was an unforgettable character. 
Michael Green remembers that you could hear him coming fifty yards away as he walked 
across the school yard in his iron shod clogs. 


For my part, we lived in Haggate, and | was one of the young lads watching the event from 
School Terrace. My brother Stephen was with me, but we did not share in the delight shown 
by the junior children at the loss of their school. We attended another school in Burnley! 
The junior department, at Haggate, was little affected but the juniors were moved to 
Tennyson Street Chapel, in Harle Syke, which proved to be something of a benefit because 
the building had to be refurbished before it could be occupied as a temporary school. 


The other thing that | recall is that almost all the papers that reported the fire had no idea 
of how to spell “Haggate”. Hagate, Hadgate and Hagg Gate were all proffered, and some 
of us were quite proud, conversely, that our village was mentioned on the TV and Radio 
News (though, of course, the name of the village was pronounced incorrectly!). 


Towneley Hall Art Gallery. 


A recent press release, from 
Towneley Hall, reminds us of 
the importance of the 
Collection at Towneley. The 
Hall contains work by 
several famous _ artists; 
Lucien Freud, Francis Bacon 
and Piet Mondrian, are all 
included but it is another 
artist, and another painting, 
which getting attention now. 


TOWNELEY HALL. BURNLEY, 


Towneley Hall’s manager, 
Sally Smith said, “We have been working with eeteey s to bring North East Lancashire’s 
heritage and culture to central London. It is a pleasure (to be able) to loan the painting, 
“Charles Townley and Friends in His Library at Park Street, Westminster”, painted, around 
1780, by Johann Zoffany. 


“It is marvellous to think that a painting from Burnley has joined eleven other artworks 
from other highly regarded collections, such as the Tate Gallery, Leeds Museums & Galleries 
and the Sainsbury Centre, to form the exhibition, “London: An Artistic Crossroads”. We are 
delighted that artwork, that normally graces Towneley Hall, is now sitting with such 
wonderful artistic company, and being seen by visitors from across the world”. 


You will not now have the time to see the exhibition in New Bond Street, in London, as it ran 
only to the 5 of July 2024. The exhibition was part of the National Gallery’s 200" 
Anniversary Celebrations. Towneley Hall’s senior curator, Alison Cooper, joined other 
representatives from the loaning organisations to give a talk about the painting of Charles 
Towneley, focusing on his passion for collecting antiques which have become one of the 
foundation stones of the Collections at the British Museum. 


The painting in question, however, is often out of Burnley, featuring in exhibitions all over 
the world. When your editor was Burnley Council’s Executive Member for Green Spaces, 
which included, Culture and Sport, he was approached to give his permission for the 
painting to cross the Atlantic. | was prepared to allow this, but, when | was asked if Burnley 
children could participate in football coaching sessions at Ewood Park (the home of 
Blackburn Rovers) things did not work out quite so well. Your editor was criticised even 
though the same coaching regime had not been offered to Burnley children. It was my view 
that Burnley children should not miss out on such an opportunity. | don’t regret my decision 
even though some emailers indicated that they had some pretty nasty things arranged for 
me. 


Burnley Civic Trust’s Blue Plaque Scheme. 


PLAQUE TRIBUTE TO ‘ONE MAN AND HIS DOG’ ERIC 


TRIBUTE: A 

heritage plaque 

has been 

unveiled in 

~*aj memory of 

countryman and 

author Eric 

@ Halsall, co- 
founder of the TV 


m=— Cliviger and was 
Y | deeply involved 
wa with Holme 
Sheepdog Trials 
Association. 
Beside the 
plaque, opposite 
the Ram Inn, 
Cliviger, are Cou: 


Roger Frost, 
village residents 
and members of 
the sheepdog 
association 


In recent times the Burnley Civic Trust (BCT) has had a lot on its plate particularly to do with 
its ever- expanding Archive. Its Blue Plaque Scheme has had to take something of a back 
seat but Roger Frost, Carol Stinton and Geoff Ashworth, all members of the BCT, have been 
charged, by the Trust, to examine the present scheme, make arrangements for making it 
more widely known and consider future additions to it. 


The group has not met yet, because Roger has been unwell, but a meeting will be arranged 
as soon as possible. We have received several suggestions for new plaques. The Autumn, 
2023 edition of the “Newsletter” indicated that a Burnley lady (Betty Snowball) was a 
pioneer Burnley cricketer and record-holder, scoring 189 runs in a Test Match, in Brisbane, 
in Australia, in 1935, a record which survived until it was surpassed by Tammy Beaumont, 
in June of last year. Betty will be considered, as will the artist David Wild and Ron 
Greenwood, the former England FC manager. 


Another record holder, the England cricketer, James Anderson, who was born in Burnley, 
playing his early cricket at Turf Moor, is also being considered. However, we have just been 
told that Burnley Borough Council has beaten us to it. They are not thinking of a blue plaque 
but have suggested that a street should be named in his honour. So far as we know, no 
decision has been made yet, though the Leader of Burnley Council and several members 
have said that they support the idea. 


It has been suggested that Belvedere Road, in the area of Turf Moor, might change its name 
to James Anderson Way. We can’t confirm this, but the B&DHS would support such a 
suggestion. After all James has achieved, this is the least we can do. 


It might be thought that a list of four candidates is enough for anyone, but if members of 
the Society have other names that they wish us to consider, they should contact the lead 
member of the BCT Blue Plaque Scheme: Roger Frost on 01282 435863 or email him at 


rogerbfrost@hotmail.co.uk 


Another Cinema. 


No sooner does Burnley get a brand-new cinema, in Pioneer Place, off Curzon Street, but 
another application for a cinema is placed before the Borough’s Development Control 
Committee. This one refers to premises at the corner of Manchester Road and Red Lion 
Street. Older readers will know the location, which is opposite the HSBC Bank, a site, which 
dates from 1910, was formerly the home of a branch of the Midland Bank. 


The site of the newly announced cinema dates from 1960 and is the work of the Burnley 
architects, Samuel Taylor Son & Platt, who designed the building as a Bank for Martins. Its 
grasshopper logo still survives on the building and it is hoped that it can be retained. 
Martin’s Bank was later taken over by Barclay’s but, before that, the site was occupied by 
the Savoy Cinema & Café, one of the most splendid of Burnley’s cinemas. It was opened in 
1922 and designed by the Burnley firm of Vowles & Johnson, the latter being the architect. 
So, the new cinema will occupy a site which was used in the same way over a century ago. 


| have often been asked about the use of the name “Savoy”. It refers to an Alpine region 
forming the French departments of Savoie and Haute-Savoie, on the Italian and Swiss 
borders. The area includes Mont Blanc but it was an independent county in the eleventh 
century which became a Duchy in the fourteenth century. The area was attached to 
Sardinia, in 1720, but it was annexed to France during the Revolutionary and Napoleonic 
period. In 1860 Savoy was ceded to Italy and its ruling house became kings of that country, 
from 1861 to 1946. 


There is, however, an English connection in that Henry Ill, who ascended the throne on the 
death of his father, King John, in 1216, married Eleanor of Provence which resulted in 
“swarms” of unpopular Savoyard’s coming to England. Among them were the Queen’s 
three uncles, William, bishop of Valence, Peter of Savoy and Boniface of Savoy. The latter 
became Archbishop of Canterbury, on the death of Edmund Rich, but none of them cared 
much about England and their rule resulted in anarchy. 


However, the Savoy Palace was 
established in London and, in the 
fourteenth century was the home 
of John of Gaunt, uncle to Richard 
Il. It became a seat of a branch of 
the Royal family but was 
destroyed in the Peasants’ Revolt 
- in 1381 After that the site of the 
+ Savoy was revived as the famous 
/ Savoy Hotel which has featured 
: recently on television. 


| wonder what the new cinema 
might be called? Could its name 
© be the Savoy? 


Robert Handsley, JP. 


Recently, a Mr John Sharp contacted Edward Walton, the Chairman of Burnley Civic Trust, and a member 
of the Committee of the Burnley & District Historical Society, after he had bought a sabre which had once 
belonged to Robert Handsley. Mr Sharp indicated that Mr Handsley had been the first Town Clerk of Burnley 
and that he had served as Captain of the 17 Rifle Volunteers in the town, so Edward thought that 
members of the Society might like to know more about him. Much of what follows comes from an article 
first published in the “Burnley Gazette” of 29" April 1871 and “Who Was Who in Burnley? Some Burnley 
People of the Past”, edited by Margaret Jones, in 1977. 


Robert Handsley was born in Binbrook, in Lincolnshire, in 1832. He was articled to his uncle, 
Robert Artindale, a solicitor in Burnley and a partner in the firm of Shaw & Artindale and 
qualified in 1855 becoming a partner in the firm a year later. Mr Handsley was recognised 
as a very good young lawyer, and he was appointed to several positions of influence very 
quickly. He served as Clerk to Burnley Grammar School, as solicitor to the Burnley Market 
Company for which he laid the foundation stone, in 1866. At the time privately operated 
turnpikes were still responsible for maintaining roads, he held the positions as Trustee of 
the Burnley & Edenfield and the Marsden & Gisburn Turnpikes. 


In 1861, Burnley was granted its Charter of Incorporation and Robert was appointed the 
first Town Clerk of the new Borough of Burnley, a position he held for only two years. His 
obituary states that “..... during that period, he manipulated the strings of office with an 
aptitude and skill which won him much respect from the Corporation and Burgesses alike”. 


There were several other local bodies to which Robert Handsley gave his time and energy. 
They included the Church of England Literary Institution, to which he was secretary. He was, 
also, Superintendent of Burnley’s Special Constables. In 1868 Mr Handsley acted as agent 
to General Scarlett in Burnley’s parliamentary election campaign. The General lost to 
Richard Shaw, the Liberal candidate, who had been Handsley’s partner in their law firm. 


In 1872, Robert Handsley retired as a solicitor to become the General Manager of the Exors. 
of John Hargreaves, Burnley’s biggest industrial concern and one of the largest colliery 
companies in Lancashire. In 1874 Mr Handsley was appointed a Justice of the Peace for the 
Borough of Burnley and, in 1885, to the Burnley County Bench of Magistrates. 


Philip Gilbert Hamerton, the artist, writer and journalist, was a friend of Mr Handsley. He 
wrote that, “I never met his superior in the practical sense that seizes on opportunities,” 
and, in a more fulsome vein, “His merits were exactly those that are most valued in a 
Cabinet Minister”. 


A “Burnley Gazette” article, of 1871, refers to the presentation, to Robert Handsley, of a 
sabre and an address as an expression of respect for his services to the corps. This was on 
the occasion of his marriage. Information about the sabre (a heavy cavalry sword with a 
curved blade) and the address will be of interest. 


The sabre had been manufactured by Mr Pennington of Little Britain, in London. The 
scabbard was of German silver plate, richly engraved. The blade was of the finest proof 
steel and richly engraved, bearing this inscription:- “Presented to Captain Handsley by the 
non-commissioned officers and privates of the 17" Lancashire Rifle Volunteers, 1871”. The 
grip is of carved ivory, finely chased in frosted and bright silver, having a crown, a bugle as 
the centre device”. 


According to the “Burnley Gazette”, the Address (a formal communication in writing or 
print) had been “.... very nicely executed by Messrs Meredith & Ray, of Manchester, and is 
put in a gilt frame”. At the time of the presentation the Address was exhibited in Mr George 
Frankland’s window on Manchester Road. (George Frankland was a printer, bookbinder and 
manufacturing stationer, of 20, Manchester Road, whose works were on Bull Street, in 
Burnley. These premises eventually became the offices and printing works of the “Burnley 
Express”). 


MR. R. HANDSLEY, J.P. 


Gorn March Sth, 1832. 
Oled Octaber 20th, 1903. 


Photos of a sword presented on Saturday 
22"4 April 1871 to Captain Robert Handsley 
who was the Captain Commandant of the 
17" Lancashire Rifle Volunteers in Burnley. 
First photo shows it pre-restoration. The 
scabbard for the weapon has not been 
preserved 


Abraham Altham. 


One of Burnley’s must well-known firms is that 
of Abraham Altham, the travel agents. This 
year Altham’s celebrates its 150° Anniversary 
and the firm has contacted the Burnley & 
District Historical Society for information about 
the founding of the firm. They want to give 
details of the date in adverts which will be 
published this year. One of our Vice Presidents, 
Roger Frost, who has written widely about 
Abraham Altham, has been helping the firm to 
put the information they need together. 


Sources, when commenting on Abraham 
Altham, usually indicate that his firm was 
founded in the 1870’s but they are no more 
precise than that. What we know about 
Abraham is that he was born in 1841, in 
Haggate, near Burnley, the son of John 
Altham, the village school master. The latter 
died in 1849 when still only a relatively 
young man. His family was slit up, Abraham, 
the younger son, went to live with his 
grandfather, Abraham Rawson, a farmer 
and shopkeeper, at Holt Hill Farm, also in 
Briercliffe. 


At the age of nine, and in the 1851 Census, we find the future tycoon described as a “scholar”, but 
he received little more than a rudimentary education. In 1853 Abraham was sent to work in Catlow 
Quarries where he was inducted into the craft of a stonehewer, by his uncle, John Duerden, with 
whom he lived at Holt Hill. It seems that Abraham was destined for a career in the stone trade, 
but, somehow, things changed. 


There is an apocryphal story that Abraham acquired a chest of tea, having, it is said, walked to 
Liverpool, or Preston, with a handcart which he used to bring a chest of tea back to Briercliffe. 
When he got home Abraham, who must have had some knowledge of how his grandfather 
operated as a grocer, painstakingly sifted the tea into different grades. He then set about selling 
the tea, door to door, in Briercliffe, at first, but then more widely, charging more for better quality 
tea. 


This proved to be a success and he may well have been one of the first tea merchants to put tea 
into packets. This is usually credited to Horniman’s, Manchester tea dealers, but no one is quite 
sure. In 1864, then only 23 years of age, Abraham, in partnership with others, purchased the 
business of Robert Wilson, a wholesale grocer, in Bridge Street, in Burnley. Initially the firm was 
known as Holgate & Co., and it is likely that Abraham worked there for four years. 


It is worth pausing here, because the managers, at present day Altham’s, are really interested in 
the date when the travel firm was founded. Altham’s are very well known, and excellent, travel 
agents, but, as we have seen, Abraham did not, initially, establish himself in that business. It was 


as a tea merchant, a perfectly acceptable commercial activity in the mid-nineteenth century, that 
he entered business, possibly as early as the later 1850’s or early 1860’s. 


The first date that we have is 1864 when a business, with premises of its own, is first mentioned. 
Not in the travel business, of course, but if that year is correct, it would make Altham’s 160 years 
old. As we have seen, Abraham may only have been a partner but, four years later, in 1868, he 
appears to managing a business under his own name. A Directory for that year lists Abraham 
Altham as a “tea merchant” at 34, Manchester Road, Burnley. In 1872 another Directory has more 
information, though | have tidied up several separate entries for modern readers. The information 
is as follows:- “Abraham Altham, wholesale tea merchant, 8, Ormerod Street, Burnley; house 
North Parade”. In the same Directory but under another heading there is information that 
Abraham was a wholesale grocer, also at 8, Ormerod Street, and that he was a “tea dealer, 
wholesale”, Ormerod Street. 


The next stage in his career saw Abraham open retail shops and, in a short time, he had premises 
in Burnley, Blackburn, Leeds, Bradford, Halifax and several smaller towns. At one time he had 64 
shops in Lancashire, Yorkshire, Cheshire and Lincolnshire. Some sources indicate that, at the time 
of his death, in 1885, his was probably the largest private grocery business in the country. This, 
however, is difficult to prove as the records at Companies House are not complete. 


Barrett’s Commercial Directory, of 1883, is also helpful. In this publication, Abraham is listed as 
Abraham Altham Esq., JP., and he was a member of Burnley Borough Council representing St 
Andrew’s Ward. He was still described as a tea merchant, Red Lion Street, and 22, Market Place; 
office, Market Street; house, Byerden House, Colne Road, Burnley, but there is no mention of his 
work, as a travel agent, an activity he had established a few years before. 


So, when and how did Abraham branch out into the travel business? A local man, a contemporary 
of Abraham Altham, in his very readable reminiscences, wrote the following. 


send with one exception there were no multiple shops in Burnley, But now.... there had come, in the 
1870's, a very enterprising local man who entered into business and who, in a very short time, 
established branch shops far and wide. Abraham Altham, of Haggate, a former quarryman, 
opened a tea shop in the Market Place. He had a unique idea and plan which brought his fortune 
in very short time — to give a present with every pound of tea. To receive a present with a pound 
of tea attracted a lot of customers. It seemed like something for nothing. A purchase of two of 
three pounds of tea got, of course, a more valuable present”. 


A few words of explanation are necessary at this point. We have seen that Abraham had 
established a business, with partners in 1864, and that, in 1868, he had established another on 
his own account. The “local man” must have known this but Abraham was establishing the firm 
was that made Abraham Altham a successful businessman. It is known that to reward his 
customers he gave them small presents. He also provided free cups of tea in his shop in the Market 
Place. This was another inducement to get people into his shops. The writer quoted above adds. 
“As a young boy | have walked into the shop and asked for a cup of tea and was never refused”. 


But Abraham did not stop there. Ever the philanthropist, he decided to treat his customers to a 
train trip to Blackpool. This, it is thought, was in 1874, and was the first of his “tours” -the event 
which is being celebrated, by Altham’s, this year. 


A recent writer has made the point that it was by pure chance that Abraham’s travel business was 
success, but no other Burnley businessman, nor any other from anywhere else in the county, was 
doing what Abraham was doing. He made it easier for his customers in his shops to get the money 
together by giving them discounts that could be used to buy the tickets for the Blackpool trip. Each 
of his expanding number of shops were equipped with “travel desks” where tickets could be 
bought, and in succeeding years, Blackpool was joined by Southport and Morecambe, in 
Lancashire, and a number resorts on the Yorkshire coast. 


By the 1870’s, though there were roads and canals, it was the faster, more reliable railways that 
provided Abraham with the means of transporting his customers to the seaside. In this he was a 
pioneer, the man who introduced the working man, and his family, to the seaside. 


He hired a private train for the Blackpool venture. It was filled with day trippers who, for a few 
shillings, travelled to Blackpool and back spending a happy family day in the resort. When the day 
trippers arrived in Blackpool, other bargains were to be had — refreshments, cheaper than the 
normal price; visits to private parks, for less than the normal entry fee and a short outing on one 
of the ships that operated from one of the piers, at a reduced rate. 


This latter information survives in advertising notices still kept by Altham’s at their head office, on 
Netherwood Road. However, none of them are as early as 1874. To try to establish whether that 
date was accurate, | once looked in old copies of local newspapers to see if there was mention of 
the first Blackpool trip. | found out lots of interesting bits of information, but not the advert | was 
looking for. 


An interesting feature that | did discover was that Abraham secured the services of local brass 
bands which would attend railway stations which served as the points of departure for a seaside 
tour. There they would play the popular music of the time until a train set off filled with happy day 
trippers. 


Abraham Altham, in .. 


his relatively short life | ALTHAMS’ T AS, 


achieved so much. As han ta it. 
oy) bakes: 


ah. | 


indicated, he was a i 
philanthropist © who 
contributed much to 
local charities, such as 
Burnley’s first 
hospital, where he, 
and his family, were 
the largest donors. In 
religion, Abraham was 
a Baptist, but he gave 
money to church and 
chapel building 
schemes throughout 
the area. He is a man 


i SSHNdWAHD ‘IWadl 


EXCELLENT QUALITY! 


who deserves to be ~ POPULAR FOR 20 YEARS. 


remembered just as 
much as his travel business. 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


There is not the room this month to give you detailed book reviews but four 
worthy contenders have come to our attention. The first is “Hurstwood: My 
Village as | remember it”, by Lydia Wyld which includes a Historical Comment by 
Ramon Collinge. Lydia died over sixty years ago but was a lifelong resident of 
Hurstwood. The book is a reprinting of her winning entry in a 1938 competition in 
“The Farmer’s Weekly” which has been expertly put together by Ramon, from 
documents owned by the late Jean Clark, a deacon at Haggate Baptist Church, who 
is a member of our Society. The book contains the text of the articles together A g 
with a map of the village and numerous illustrations, both old and new. If youare | : Sign 
interested in Hurstwood, the most attractive and historic of our local villages, you ete eee 
will really enjoy this book. It is has been printed locally, by Philip Creegan of Nu- byIYDIA WYLD 2 # 
Age Print & Copy, and is available from the Society. (ISBN:978-1-911138-40-2). : 


The second book, “Galloping Through Time”, by Marion Sycamore, 
was launched, earlier this year, at an event at the former Coldwell 
Inn. As the introduction says, “Marion came from a simple ‘country’ 
background but went on the achieve great things in life......... From 
starting to teach riding in humble beginnings, Marion became a 
well-respected breeder and judge of horses”. The first half of the 
book will interest local readers as it deals with Marion’s life at 
Widdop, Coldwell, Great Harwood, Wiswell and Whalley. Any 
profits from the book, which costs £!0, will go to the East Lancashire 
Hospice. Copies can be obtained from the Coldwell Activity Centre, 


Coldwell Inn in the distance-a view over a_| 20d from the Burnley Civic Trust. 
mound from Limestone Hushings 


“The Collected Poems of Williffe Cunliam”, edited by Simon Rennie, is published by eee = 
The Knives Forks and Spoons Press. of Newton-le-Willows, at £!2. Willife Cunliam was 

the pen name of the Burnley blacksmith and poet, William Cunliffe (1833-94). During 
his brief poetic career Cunliffe published 54 poems in his local newspaper, the 
“Burnley Free Press & General Advertiser” (which became the “Burnley Gazette”. The 
poems were published at the height of the Lancashire Cotton Famine, from 1863 to 
1866 but they remained undiscovered in the holdings of Burnley Central Library for 
150 years before they were recovered during research for the AHRC-funded Poetry of 
the Lancashire Cotton Famine Project in 2015. The poems deal with the American Civil 
War (the originator of the “Cotton Famine”) in an even-handed way, but the poems, 
all of which are published here, cover a wide range of subjects. It is worthy of your 
attention. (ISBN: 978-1-916590-02-1). 


SUIS IEA “The Yorkshire Coiners: The True Story of the Cragg Vale Gang”, by Steve Hartley, is 
published by Amberley, at £16.99. This story has recently been told in a television 
series, “The Gallows Pole”. Though the drama was not to everyone’s taste the story 
itself is and Steve Hartley, a descendant of the leader, or “King of the Coiners”, tells it 
very well putting the Cragg Vale Coiners story into context and linking it with earlier 
Yorkshire examples. What he does not do is attempt to link this story to similar incidents 
in North-east Lancashire. Something is known about the latter — coining in the Burnley 
area - but much remains to be done before anything is published. In the meantime, this 
is an excellent book, well written and very informative. (ISBN: 978-1-3981-1387-9). 


Burnley’s Heritage Open Days. 


Burnley has a rich and accessible heritage so it is pleasing to be able to announce that, this year, Burnley’s 
Heritage Open Days have been organised from Friday 6"" of September to Sunday 15" September 2024. A 
leaflet outlining all the events is to be published shortly and will be available from various locations in the 
Town Centre — the Town Hall (Reception), the Central Library, the Bus Station and, hopefully at other 
places. 


The leaflet gives full details of all this year’s events and tells those interested in visiting attractions - if they 
are fully accessible, whether booking in advance is necessary, whether toilet facilities are available, if there 
are disabled toilets and whether parking is located nearby. 


It is not possible to give full details here. It is recommended that you get a copy of the “Heritage Open 
Days Leaflet”, or you could look up Burnley’s Heritage Open Days events offering on the internet. However, 
we have chosen to highlight SOME of the events to let readers know how extensive this year’s programme 
is. 


At Towneley Hall, on 6'" September, from 2pm to 4pm., in the Lecture Theatre, architect Fiona Johnson 
will give a free illustrated talk, The Development of Towneley Hall & Summary of the Repairs Project. 
(This event is bookable though Eventbrite, in person, by ‘phone on 01282 477130). 


There is an opportunity to undertake a free Public Scaffold Tour of the Hall, at Towneley Hall, on 10° & 
11 September from 11am — 12 noon and 1pm to 2pm. There is an opportunity to go behind the scenes 
at the Hall. Climb the scaffold to take at the restoration works on the roof and hear all about the project. 
(Safety rules apply. Bookable by Eventbrite). 


The Burnley Civic Trust, and the Burnley & District Historical Society have organised two events which 
are to take place in Burnley Town Hall, Manchester Road, Burnley. These are to be held on 4" and 11° 
September 2024, both at 7pm. Details of these events — both illustrated talks — are given on page 2 of this 
Newsletter. 


After several months of refurbishment, the Weavers’ Triangle Visitor Centre, at 85, Manchester Road, 
Burnley is open on 7", 8, 14" and 15'" September, from 2 to 4pm. A number of new exhibitions will be 
on show, but the popular Victorian Schoolroom, and the exhibitions relating to Burnley’s Cotton Industry 
and Burnley Fair are still there to enjoy. (Booking is required for guided towpath walks some of which will 
include access to a working steam engine. Book through Theresa Livingstone: terri54@hotmail.co.uk). 


A guided tour of the exterior (weather permitting) and the interior of St Peter’s Parish Church, Church 
Street, Burnley is to be held on Monday 9" Sept., at 6-30pm. The guide will be the local historian, Roger 
Frost. If you have not been inside St Peter’s Church, this is your opportunity. St Peter’s is one of the most 
interesting churches in Lancashire. (No need to book: Meet at the main entrance to the church). 


Burnley Town Hall, Manchester Road, Burnley is open for two guided tours on Friday 6"" and Tuesday 10% 
September, from 2pm to 4pm. Your guides are Roger Frost, formerly Mayor of Burnley, and the current 
Mayor’s Attendant. In recent years the Council Chamber has seen a lot of refurbishment work. Now is the 
chance for you to see it. 


Starting outside Burnley Town Hall, on Friday 13° September, from 1pm to 2pm, a guided tour of Victorian 
Burnley is to start. The guide will be Roger Frost who will take you on a circular tour through much of 
Burnley’s Victorian Town Centre whist pointing out buildings from other eras. 


The printed programme will be available from the Library, Town Hall and The Mechanics, or a web version 
can be emailed on request by contacting banddhistsoc@gmail.com — where any comments about the 
newsletter can also be directed 


